AT THE WATER-HOLE OF SHANNA

'Then he laid it aside and went to his camels and brought
and couched a cow and over her he placed one* of the two
bulls to serve her.1 This was to be the target for his aim,
and the test of the sword. If it cleft through the bull into
the camel he would buy it.

'Then he picked up the sword, and standing a little way
back he lifted it above his head and brought it crashing
down upon the hump of the bull with such force that it
severed the two camels into four halves. And turning to the
Arabs he gave them his bull and six cows that remained in
payment for the sword, and the sword he placed over his
shoulder and so came joyfully to the side of his uncle.5

It was the forenoon of 8th January at Shanna and I was
sitting exchanging stories with my companions when
suddenly a small party of Arabs and camels appeared from
behind the shoulder of a hill in the middle distance. My
Arabs leapt to their feet and loaded their rifles, though it
was only as a protective measure, for we were expecting the
Bait Imani Shaikh. My telescope and the leisurely approach
of the small party restored confidence and my companions
were able soon to recognise Shaikh Muhammad bin Ham
and his five companions.

They dismounted a little way off, and leading their
camels passed one behind the other along our line of
welcomers, for the usual nose-kiss salute; thereafter all sat

1 Camels are thus, like the llama and the lion, rare in the animal kingdom
in the performance of the act in a sitting position. The Badu master is
necessary to the operation, scooping the sands round the cow's legs for her
comfort, inserting the penis - the formation of which is in reverse axis to
nearly all the rest of mammal creation, and interfering after a few minutes
to drive the bull off. After ten days if no result is apparent, the cow's
toaster will find another bull to serve her. The sign of pregnancy is the
flag-wagging of her ridiculous tail when approached by a rider to mount
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